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Prove why this shoyld not
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cases, she describes the family
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ial, “whereby one parent (usy-
ally the mother) ‘wins’ Primary
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ucing injustice, heartbreak
and financial ruin op amas-
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Inconvenient trutth

“Don’t confuse us with
facts” That's what Opponents
of Ehe oilsands seem tq be
saying about the latest report
on alleged links between oil-
sands developmen and can-
Cer among First Natjons peo-

ple in northemn Alberta,

Their next ste will,aj, ]
Certainly be shor;}tjng LheTn‘::-l
senger, James Talbot, Alberta’s
chief medica] officer of health,
Watch for environmental actiy.
Ists and “green” politicians o
Start claiming Talbo js a pup-
Pet of the provineja govern-

ment or “Big 04

On Monday, Talbot released
a study of cancer rates in Fort
Chipewyan, g jge more than
downstream from the

200 km
oilsands plants,
The report included a look ¢
cases of cancer in the ion
between 1997 and 2011, The
Teport found no elevated risk
in the area, Whereas a popu-
lation the size, age and gender
of Fort Chip’s should have hag
79 cancer cases over the 19
years of the Study, Fort Chip
had g, Smu‘slica]ly average,
Talbot did fing that the
oceurrence of three types of
cancer was slightly higher than
it should be — cervical cancer,
lung cancer ang bile-duct can.
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cer. But, he explainf”
isn't strong evider
of these cancers an
mental exposyre”
In other wordst
these three lypes
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the water or gir.
The connectiop !
smoking and lung
well known,
Talbot didn’t say thaf
reason there were eig

It's that annoying, peskyline
on your hydro bill.

“Debt Retirement Charge!”

Of all the e-mails I get, the
most frequent and the most
frustrated are about the hefty
charge the DRC adds to your
bill.

Homeowners, especially
seniors and others on a fixed
income, are angry.

They're feeling it all the
more as this brutal winter
pushes heating costs to the
stratosphere.

Many seniors bought their
homes in the 1960s and '70s,
when the old Ontario Hydro
told them to “Live better elec-
trically.”

C;hngy heated their homes
with hydro, thinking the low
rateswould continue forever.

Now they're paying soaring
prices, soaring taxes — and
the infuriating DRC. You pay
HST on top of the DRC.

The DRC came about as a
result of the “stranded debt,”
created when the old Ontario
Hydro was split up into sepa-
rate entities by the Mike Harris
government.

In 1999, after a succession of
bad decisions by governments
of all stripes, the giant utility
was in the red. The DRC was
supposed to pay that down.
‘But now it has been 15 years

since the DRC kicked in.

Shouldn’t it be paid off by
now — given that every hydro
ratepayer in the province is

i asignificant amount of

money on every hydro bill?

Well; no. It’'s not paid off.

In fact, the Liberals quietly
added $4 billion to it.

“Back in 2009, there was $4
billion added by the govern-
ment that they didn’t reveal
until after the 2011 budget,”
says Tory finance critic Vic
Fedeli.

The 2009, 2010 and 2011
financial statements show the
debt to be low, but after that
the Liberal government added
$4billion to the debt, he says.

“They borrowed against it
for non-hydro use, and that's
why there's still a debt,” Fedeli
told me Tuesday.

“They used it as a piggy
bank to borrow from.
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If passed, it would mean been successfi

“The most evil thing about
itwas that they didn’t disclose
that until years later and ret-
roactively put it in the annual
report,” he said.

The DRC is applied at a rate
of 0.7 cents per kilowatt hour.

I asked Finance Minister
Charles Sousa if hydro ratepay-
€ers can expect to see a break in
the DRCin the next budget.

“We're making that repay-
ment and we'll outline in the
current budget how that's
going to proceed,” he told me.

“I will refer to the budget
when it's released in terms
of some of the initiatives
that are being brought for-
ward, including price miti-
gation and initiatives around
energy sustainability and the
integrity of our energy supply
and the investments we are
making to support a vibrant
industry.

“And we have to be compet-
itive,” Sousa said.
Sounds like a whole heapin’
helpin’ of bafflegab to me,
Then again, I'm way too
cynical these days.
In his 2011 report, then-au-
ditor general Jim McCarter
noted that the original amount
of debt the DRC was intended
to pay off was $7.8 billion, yet
there was still a balance, even
though the government had
collected $8.7 billion by March
31,2011,

McCarter's successor, Bon-
nie Lysyk, said last year that the
amount collected has grown to
$10.6 billion as 0f 2013 — even
though the govemment claims
there’s still $3.9 billion owin, g,

So, ifyou have a $7.8-billion
debt and you collect $10.6 bil-
lion to pay it off, shouldn't it be
gone by now?

The DRC raises close to $1
billion a year in annual reve-
nue.

It was initially planned to be
paid off by 2012. The Liberals
pushed that back to between
2015 and 2018.

It wasn't supposed to be a
permanent tax and was sup-
posed to be dropped when the
debt was paid off,

I'think we've paid that off —
big time.

Ithas to go — now,
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